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By Pastor Pete Amerman

1 Wlﬂs is the Parable e Prodigal Sof*"I'believe

that its appeal is that it clearly demonstrates God our Heavenly Father’s lavish (read,
“prodigal”) love when we come to God in sincerity and weakness, ¢ onfessmg our sin,
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acknowledging that we can’t make it on our own.-
There are two responses that show the contrast in the heart of the son:

1) The response of rebellion- The heart of rebellion is found vs. 12- “Father, GIVE
E... (“Father, give me my share of the estate.”). Why is this the heart of rebellion?
Because..
a) The father was not dead yet. (Yet, in making this request for his mherltance, he
was treating his father as if he was dead to him.)

b) The inheritance was his already. (his desire was not just about possessions- the
father’s possessions were his already; but his desire was about possessions and
control- “I want what I want when I want it; I want to have all the blessings, but none
of the responsibilities.”)
c¢) It was this desire that took him to a far country. (Our rebellious hearts are what
take us to a “far country”, where we are estranged from God, and from His family.)

This was a completely FOOLISH request; but, the father’s response appears foolish
also- Vs. 12- “He divided his wealth between them.” It is an amazing truth to consider, that
the father’s love and provision for us continues, even when our hearts are in rebellion attitude
toward Him! ;

Where did the son’s rebellious heart lead him? Vs. 13-14- Everything appeared to go as
planned for the son... until the money ran out! Then, it says- vs. 17- “When he came to his
SENSES...” I like what it says in the King James version- “He came to HIMSELF”

2) The response of faith- Notice the change in the son’s attitude, his heart- Vs. 18-19-
“Father, MAKE ME...” (“I will set out and go back to my father and say to him:
Father...make me like one of your hired men.”) That means that my heart pen for
change, my heart is open to a renewed relationship, my heart is open to God’s Holy

Spirit to work on me from the inside out. 1




(article cont.)

So, what are the steps that leads the son (and us) back home when our hearts are in rebellion to
God?

1) We must recognize our true condition- Vs. 17- “When he came to his senses, he said,
"How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to
death.”” In other words, we need to acknowledge that our own rebellious hearts led to

complete disaster for us and others.
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We must remember our father- Vs. 18- “I will set out and go back to my father...” It is
not enough to recognize the effects of our own poor choices; we must also remember
that we have a father who loves us, who awaits our return, who will run to meet us 5 64 FO r GO d SO

when we finally come home.
3) We must honestly confess our sin- Vs. 18- “...(I will) say to him: ‘Father, I have sinned ;‘f':g lOVg d the

against heaven and against you.’” Wor ld that H e

4) We must actually return to our father- Vs. 20- “he got up and went to his father.”

What was the father’s response to his son? The father’s lavish, unrestrained (“prodigal”) love! i g ave H IAY Only
Vs. 20- “His father saw him--was filled with compassion--ran to him--threw his arms around b 13)
A begotten Son

him--kissed him.”
—John 3:16

Our Heavenly Father RUNS to meet us when we are ready to come home to Him. The slightest
- move in God’s direction is met with a flood of response from Him!
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